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DNFORMAL MEMORANDUM IN RESPSFSE TO GURNTIONS ON INDONESIA

A. Some Notes on the Relstlonstin of Maluys and Sumetrs

£ survey of the ethnic, religicus, cuiturel, and sven
economic factors might suggest the poseibility of & eloser
sssosistion between Sumatre anf Falays than would in foact
appear likely on politieal -nd emptlcna]l grouncs, The com-
mon charscteristics of Malays rd umatrens reflest in part
the fact that the Stralts of MPlaocs are only abeut 60 te
100 miles acress, narrew emough to invite pecples to migrate
and goverrments to saek contro} of doth shores. A modern
history of sepurate solonlal eipeci etze has left the Mala-
yans and the Bumstrans with a temarkable Jifferent mmeory
of thelr earlier common history Tt sculd de unwise to
exaggerate the similarities bBelres: these two pesplec be-
esuse thelir differences are gri: ter then, say, these be-
tween Canadians and imericens to botwsen fustralians and
Hew Zealander:s.

With respect to the gecgrsjids relationship between Ma-
lays and Sumstrs 1t should be tote’ that througheat modern
history 21l significant ses pokers hive scught to prevent
any single power from galning romt o) of both shores of the
sStraits of Melscca., The ifes ™ 3 union of Melaye and Su-
matra has Been repugmant to a1l =e. powers, for evem a rele-
tively weak government stroddling “he ftralts would have
substantiz]l advantages.
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Al the sarliest mi.irm tons of people into Malaya
:m from m:!.nlaﬁd of ﬁ &Ezy A;izs, the ﬁaai-n maymé
‘Ww graLe t»rig!mvr@m&m:&m
and Jave, dack to the pmmla, T™e lorgest movements of
people from Sumatrs came frod Pulonipang and from the NMinang-
kabaz aress. These early migrations Crom Sumatra were ex-
&m important in shaping the 2arly history of the Malayan
culture, At the time when Palertang wan the center of the
m Vl}m snpire i;hcm was 3 locse political relationship
t encompassed Malaya, and f&iﬁ*aﬂhﬂﬂ% itaelf was often refer-
mwum“ 2" country. Although in their customs and
habits of life eﬁ;le of &iﬁ"l Jembilan still seem quite
alose to the & mtxﬁ tm;, ther seom bo hmre little cons-
sicus sense of identity with ! mtxzmn, the feeling
of the Negri Sembilan for Susst=c i: not like T hat of, say,
the Amerisan toward Englend, bt i9 more 1ike that of the
wodern Armanian toward Greece, ¥a - w.g nt best know that he
has some historical tles but thy Hardly seem relsvant to his
attitudes toward his pregent tay wo-id.

™he | les of | Bewbilcn wmre, howsver, reminded of
their & iar ties with Bumstrs vhan & pember of the Sumatran
aristooracy was invited to aéiwx the position of Yang-di-
Pertusn snd then estsblished the house of t:he current mu.ng
family. This 4did not = then greatly _sense of &ssocia-
tion between Sumatra and Malsya., The at the ruler of
Negri Sembilan is now serving as the mmt m;r of Btate, or
Yang-di~Pertuan ng armmgsmzmmm
not suggest any strengthening o7 ties botween Malaya and Sumatra.

Fient the mrmzaac and laser the Jutch dominated both
shoras of the Straits, making 1t possikile for sxtensive move-
ments of pedples to take plage bDatwsen Malaya and Sumatra. Por
mz.t mrkgearter the declire of Portugese power, the

e ta?m tit e@ﬁ Bumstra sngaged in extensive
operations t garried thea acvogs much of the Malay
m&mm. However, after the 3itlsh influence wae established
in ¥Malays and the Duteh colonial control reathéd into Bumatra,
the two areas becamwe formally ssrarated and the imbercourse
between them steadily declines.

During the moderm eccoloniel jericd) ations of Sumatrans
to0 Malay continued., However, 11 medern times there have been

far more Javanese lmpizrants to Malaya than Sumatra. Thus, of
the Malayans who originelly cime from Indonesle, a far larger

5
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proportion think of thmaelwr ai having come from Java then

from Sumatrs. This 1s partiitluly the case in Johore, where

most Indoneslan mrmba havf saitled in recent years. At

the seme time, i1t 1in 1ficens that most Maxa who do not
think of thempelves as having misrazed from Ipdonesis tend to

look dows om all recent arriypla, waether from Java orp mzm.
Since there are more recent sigm&nta from Java there is general-

~1y & stronger feeling of prejudice sgainst Jevanese than Suma~
trans.
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: The Aifference in languizs betveen Sumalira and Malaya 1s
not great. The Malay dialacts &fa}w; in Fastern Sumatrz are
not appreciably different f‘rm thosn found in the peninsuls,
Bowaver, the diflerences in ,,H.g» t among the peoples of dif-
ferent parts of Sumatra are 4rougn -0 that the Malsyane have
little difﬁaulty in meegnui&u thom ap being forelgners.
Thus, the ruage of the Malay snd the PSumatran are similar
mmagh to serve as a sonstant repinler tc both that they be-
long to @ifferemt sooial greugs. In fact, the degree of sim-
ilarity and differences in kn: Gucg are wbout the same as that
between eccial clasees in dest 21 Burope or America. Thus
the Malay mnd the Bumatran csr osch be proud that his speech
is different from the others.
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D, Belizion

dominant religion in >ct) Falayn and Sumatra is, of
mra? Islism. In both regirie “his veligion has provided
the basis for mach of the poriler oriture. In recent years,
howsver, Sumstrans have tende! tc trke ¢ somewhat more active
tnterest in ratigion., Thus, 11 the ene hend there have been
s rairly large mumber of Sumairey craverts to Christianity,
while on the other hand it 13 amtng the West Sumatrans that
one finds the most fanntical supporters of the prophet in all
of Indcnesia. In contrast, t*s Fil ys have genersily had =
wores relaged attitude toward thelr Tormn) religion. The more
educated Maleys £ind the British wpoproeth toward religion anr
aGairable one: religlon is 85 ippor-tant that the state should
gupport it, and thus ordinary sortals need not worry about 1.

In general it be s=is “Fat the Malaye have a much

ROYS umm inﬁm:%ﬁ in pre-Istemic religious concepts.
The ﬁty genernlly has a grést ceal of respect for his medicine-
man or pawsng who 18 believed to ba able %o cast hexes, mlx
poisons, and destroy one's eremies in «ll kinds of ways thet
will baffle the best trained siliis of Bcotland Yard. Im con-
trast, it may be sald that the hmasrans tend tc have 2 less

nipulative attitude toward the'r sarller religions. Sumatrans
tend te be mors awed by thingr megicz), while the Malays sre
much gaicker to explors the prastical wsss of magle,

¥y

-
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E. Attitwdies Towaprd Hach Othe

The only period of separ te ~clontal rule han glven both
the Malays and Sumatrans & seriz cf heloig to 4 rent
societin: and different matlor:., In agﬁ-e of the weak bonds
of nationalism within Indone:l:, the-e his =$ill been rela-
tively 1ittle serious thought s:na*i nlsyans that the alte-
ations whieh exlisted before the acion ;ial period should be

restored. It 13 tiue thet amsrg samai;z & elements m
has been talk of the eventual reccasil laye to Join
with Indopesiz as & whole beciczo 2f & 9@1& of the
Chimngse in Malaye,

™he desire for sush & conmcn - tate siems almost entire-
iy from 2 fear of the Chimeae #iskia Waliya, To the extent
that Malays have thought In term: of somm gventual vnion with
mm it has been nmainly iz term of Jave and not Suma-
trs, In the Malay mind it i+ tha Javapeve who is seen a3
astmw eayazﬁany {ret the (hinese, while the
Swmatran iz seen as lesa effective. Thene pﬁii%icim who
have spoken of the possibilitie:z «f :wsh 3 new stste repre-
sent an extremist itic:a althogh some of them are to be
found within the United Malzy 125ion:l Organization. The
leading ¥alayen politiclisns, Miwster, !a&*re been extremely
hesitant even to suzgest the prz:ibility of expanding or
changing the boundaries of the Milay ste%e to include some
part of Bﬁmgia

Indonesls had 3 more tizhle wlitical history fsime
e n 1t is not imeonceiv:ble that & larger pro
t:ien at m:rs would be u%ﬂi?? irte-est in some kind o
assoslation with Indonesia & ’f&s:s is for such a desire,
however, would stem largely Prem {1) 3 fueling of insecurity
toward the Chinese within mlsg an: (2) a desire to find
strength from s vigorous Islems a lea mrﬁmp. & disunited
and week Yndonesis is likely tc¢ YZwva somowhat less appeal

to Malays.

It is true that during the sati-"uteh demonstrations
that z'anmd m Tnited Raticis' vote on New Suines, the
Nalays generally expressed a i‘% thy for the Toconas 1ans
at a2 time when the f«u:g uf the Briti:h in Melaya were
clearly with the Duteh, 1s 1esction o the part of the
Malay: hes been & ruther diffiie yenersl reaction towurd
thelr co~religlionists and tow:i:d . ﬁ%m with wham they
fesl they have much in common, (1 has been speeific m
however, to center particularly g fm tm ‘umatranc as con-
trasted to the Juvanesze. iny tiscuasion of walen with

£
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Indonsais has been of much @ jauera. apc vague nature that
the different within Didores:a heve never been singled
out for speclal reference.

The attitude ai’ the S«wﬂmm ~ouRyde Malays is somewhat
more earr%mzmza . e t?ﬁ“ Haat gegm h;a mlm R
tandansy for Sumatrans tq lcok ‘@ aya for employmen
oppartunities, This, however, hui hean the case only with
laborers, since educated Sumairsrs Lave genarally been quite
sucsesaful within 'Lhoir own crantoy.

Mmfmmt the teadepsy in the past has been for
the Malayans to ok toward Indanesis. for possible confederatiocn
for & larger state, while in i.nbtcart there hes been very little
interest on the part of [mamitans tic bok toward Malays for thelr
peiitical future. Among the Javenere there has been some talk
of & larger Indonesian nation ihet would include parts of Maluya.
T™his fors of Indonesian na‘f‘izmlim hag not been common to Su-
matre, The current revolt of the comsanders in Sumatra has not
been hased on strong ideclogilial ‘mﬁﬁe?&twm thaet would osil
for the ereation of a new and separ t2 gtate or for identificetion

ﬁth Nalays.

The Malayan goverrmens has sdojptad a policy of strict
neubtrality twm the conflla; tetween Djakarta and Sumatra.
If 1t ware not for the issue 7 commniis the Malayan govern-
mant would probably support e cencral govermment of esla
u' ﬁmzs on Sumetrs wers I revolt. | the neutrality of
the Malayan government 1s mor: & rei'laction of its strong anti-
wt Wﬂitﬂ.&’m than of any tense af asposiation with Siinetra.
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F. 3Some Notes on the Mimanghatiu

The Minangkabsu people: origir:ted in ﬁwzra vhere they
are 5till am of t;ha acst lapgrtart othnl w k large
colony of them, however, moved to %oy rl ! in llalaya
during the sixtesnth century. The o lgin.e of their name is of
some interest st thiz time wher the "wmstrans are in revolt
g?mt Jevanese control. &eewuzzg to tradition at the time
the Javenese kingdom of Mejiprkit, the Javonese sent an ex-
pedition to comquer Western Suiitr:. The Javinese suggested
tc the 19#&3. ple that Inste:d o 1ghting s military en-
gageuent, the 14 permit tzs tufraloe: ta fight = duel,

the w rﬁlﬁ to deeide Lhe owaership of territory.
The Minangkabaus tock 3 young tufi:lo from it: mother, starvec
it for mill m» & couple of Cays, « then tled sharp knives

&mhmm”itsmhﬂez:“m&ge . Java~
nese produced a large duffalc, i <hen ght
12¥ little buffalo rushed up te the old falﬁ'“
belly in ssarch of milk and it: }:rww gehed its rivals
foreing it to run awsy. The | m?ze were supposed to
have ahouted at th:.p point gmﬁ Lerp Menang Xerbeul
“Our baffalo winz.” Hence thé none “’fzm:mb&u.

The distinetive feature of the Monanphkebau eulture is that
gnnn{ims 2 matriarchy «ith respect to inheritance. =
ved &Mﬁ‘ Btz wite's people and could not him-
u&r inherit propert The xitane_L Lan lano develo an ex-
tremely #M’berate 1@@&1 eode Xzowr o the “adat tertateh.”
The code 1tzelf is = refired - nc, with &n masive
nuber of explicitly def ined a:tegor es for slassifying types
of oivil and eriminzl actiomns.

Another diztinctive feature of the !Ezmnskahau culture was
the great importance attached te pary apparently demoeratie
gnaﬁiyiza. Yor sxample, the 1scz1l chiefs were 211 elected;
important desislons required t%e ezpression of opinlon of 211
within the group: and rieh and pocr, high-born anc low-born
were 211 treated equally befor: tke “aw. The one almost fatzl
Liaw + Of the catau sulture was their reliance

éc Brimi le of umninx It 9.t epsentisl within this
#ﬁm% st all deelaigss bid to iecelve the umanimous

of 3.11 involved. ﬁﬁ*c befoe decisions could be mude,

considerable bloodshed had to tale g,u,.ma in order to achieve
unaninl The problem of ingori rg “hat eleection: would take
place fm* the functionally 1% ceat tribel ohief: without un-
due delay, begause of the fu:{ unenlnlty, wae resolved hy
insisting that the new ohief s:uld h .ve te elected defore
the deceaced chief could be butiec.
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™e prineiple of unanimity wio ¢ouplad with the ides
that these in offlelal posititns ~hgild ve provided with
very little authority., In Nifungst:u thinking, & men
should de content with the herer (nd prestige of = post.
To ask for power and authorlity 13 t¢ di=mplay a mean and
grasping personality. The NMireng et ideal waz to zchleve
honor snd prestige without Bayving $2 face any ugly problems
of desislon-meking., Compare:! vith moet traditional eultures
there was a great deal of econfusion among the Minangiambsu
on mtters responsidbility. The fundmmental strusture
of the soslaty was, of course, the matrisrchel pattern of
relationships: the formal offrez_ 3lthough vigorously con-
tended over by the men, were I romsrkably 1ittle conue-
quence,

Another feature of Minang): bi: qulture has been its
sapagity to adspt to external nfiluences, absorbing many
gqualities ¢f other culture: wliile procerving its own fun-
damental prineiples. The Minvigk bsu aecepted more Irom
the sarly Hindu influence la foutlmist isila than most of
the people of the reglon, evenn though their concepls of
equality stood in basle centridiation to the fundamental
Nindu conzept of easzt, Xster, 1z zpite of 2]l that the
prophet had to say about the nfeior position of women,
the Minangkabzu aecepted Talun uwlth aladrity., This would
have been more undevstandsble " 't had been acecompanied
by an sasertion of authority 2. tiw purt of men, but the

matri seems to have bPecopr 2ver mors firmly entrench-
ed after the acceptance of I:Lre, In modern times, &8s we
shall note, the Mina beu hii! rolztively eensplousus suc-

gess in adjusting to ¥esteon mpact. In deing szo, how-
ever, they have lost much of *hel~ <adiaition to matrisrch.
2l principles.

These culturel characterii le. ¢f the Minanghkabau are
well illuatrated by the prigtices ¢f the Minangksbau col-
onists in Malayn. In defining “he rele of their chief ruler
er Yung-di-Petusn, refla-ted their exposure to Indlan
culture by soncelving of him :: sre whose ancestors had been
the inearmmtion du ﬁmﬁ It fefepence to their Izlamic
nziﬁ;on% thought of hiw : : the shadow of 21lah on earth,
But becsuse of their cwn tra.icisns gave him no auther-
ity: he eould sollect nc tau: eccept fees at cock fights.
He was expesteod to live on hiy wile's inberitance. The
Yang-di-Petusn wee in the zwinord position of being the su-
prese arbiter and 1mag onlz LT the territorial chiefs in-
vited him o sdjudlcate--but ey rever 314, He wue also
conceived of sz the caliph or hes’ ¢f the Moslem theocrac
in any territary shere the lon:l hier 41d net claim the title
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for himself--which he always 413. Theoretically he pre-
sided over a State Council--byt 13is body almost ncver met
becaunse the prospects for unselimity were usually so dim,

It 12 striking that the Mirangkabaa both in Meleys and
in Sumatra have been generally rocognized as one of more
vigorous people, and that in teth sroas « dispe ionate
masber of them have followed ¢:racr: in the clvil service
and within the militag. in ¢rtewmaly high preportlon of
the national leaders Indor: 1l are from Mlnangkadau.

Pr. Batts was born In Mtﬁirzgé; and Hjahrir, the leader
of the soeislists, und NHstsir, the losder of the Hesjumi,
are also from the Padang are:. ¢f Iwanbtrs.

Various hypothezes cuzn be :(&vnesd 25 to why the Minang-
xabau bave shown such somparciiva suneess in more westernized
pursults, Pospibly their experiarce with this traditional
elaborate legal code haz giver tixm : grester zense for the
importance and the relevence ¢f legal steuctures. This tra-
dition may have made them more cicilled in thinking in abstreot
and impersonal terms., Thers 1: 1o some suggestion that the
matriarchal system has driven the Minengiabau male out of
agrievlture and away from con¢ern with the miintenance of
lands which Delong to the womtr. This the male 1s often
more prepared to follow career: = rrying him inte the civil
servisce and military establisbrents. It has alsc been sug-
gested that the samevhat lesw jamering of the msle child
among the Minangkabau as compiiel with most Malay and Indo-
neaian cullure practices has led 1o . more sell-relisnt in-
dividuzal. Whatever the value ¢f the:e hypotheses, 1t is
elear that productz of Muangl:rbx culture hsve generally
adapted somewhat more readily Yo ths demnds of modern 1life
than the other Indonesians or Fal:ys.
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